THE   LIFE   OF  JAMES   RAMSAY   MACDONALD

while, he secured the services of a capable and devoted
Dutch lady as housekeeper; and during the war he moved
from Lincoln's Inn Fields to 9 Howitt Road, Hampstead.
His wife's sisters too, with whom the children spent
much of their holidays, did much to help in bringing
up the family. But he took his own new responsibilities
very seriously. He wrote to his children regularly,
whenever he was away from them. Often, when he was
in the Chair, the work of a whole Committee would
be held up while he telephoned home to inquire whether
they were safely back from school. His own punctuality
and precision was infused into the household. The Blue-
Books were still there, but the meals were not so sketchy.
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